CH. x]                   THE KAWA (KAVEH)                       485

oldest recorded Persian verses subsequent  to  the  Arab
conquest in the seventh century after Christ1.

The Kdwa of the New Series, which began on Jan. 22,
1920, is, on the other hand, almost entirely literary, and
contains numerous articles of the greatest value
and interest. The Persian colony in Berlin,
though comparatively small, included several
men of great intellectual distinction, and, though
ardent patriots, keenly alive to the national faults, and
eager to absorb what was best of European learning. The
special characteristic of the best German scholarship is its
sobriety, thoroughness, painstaking accuracy, and exhaus-
tive examination of relevant material from all available
sources. This steadying influence is exactly what the
Persians, with their tendency to ingenious but rash con-
jectures and premature theories, most need. In the leading
article which opened the New Series the ^editor, Sayyid
Hasan Taqf-zada, thus defined his aims:

"The Kawd newspaper was born of the War, and therefore its

conduct was correlated with the situations arising from the War.  Now

that the War is ended and International Peace has super-

The KwKdwa's vene<i the Kdwa considers its War period as concluded,
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aims.                and now enters on a Peace period.  It therefore adopts,

as from the beginning of the Christian year 1920, corre-
sponding with the Qth of RabP ii, A.H. 1338, a new basis and line of
conduct. It has nothing to do with the former Kdwa, and is, indeed,
a new paper, the contents of which will for the most part consist of
scientific, literary, and historical articles. Above all else, its object will
be to promote European civilization in Persia, to combat fanaticism, to
help to preserve the national feeling and unity of Persia, to endeavour
to purify and safeguard the Persian language and literature from the
disorders and dangers which threaten them, and, so far as possible, to,
support internal and external freedom...In the opinion of the writer of

1 Two such early attempts are discussed, both taken from Arabic
books of authority, such as Ibn Qutayba's Kitdbu?$h-Sh?r wctsh-
Shtfard) the KitdbuU-Aghdn^ and Tabaifs great history. The earliest
goes back to the reign of Yazfd ibn Mu'iwiya (A.H. 60-4=A.D. 680-4).